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Wheelchair lapbelts and restraint systems
This article offers advice regarding the use of lap belts in minibuses when transporting wheelchair users and their wheelchairs. People should always have lap belts fitted if they are being transported in their wheelchair.

Most wheelchairs are usually supplied with a factory-fitted lap belt. This assists wheelchair users in maintaining an optimal sitting posture and enables them to remain safe, comfortable, and well positioned in the wheelchair whilst travelling. If a wheelchair does not have a lap belt already fitted, one can be purchased for around £20. They should be used in addition to, but never as a substitute for, an approved passenger restraint system fitted within the vehicle. 

Before moving someone into a vehicle, it is important that a lap belt is securely in place to prevent falls. 

Once someone using a wheelchair is in the minibus always, ensure that both they and their wheelchair are safely and correctly secured in the vehicle. It is important that manufacturer’s guidelines are followed as vehicles and wheelchairs can differ significantly. 

If someone is able to transfer from their wheelchairs to vehicle seats easily, painlessly and without assistance they should do so, as this is generally safer and more comfortable. Wheelchair users who are unable to transfer without assistance should remain in their wheelchairs. 

Fitting a separate or wheelchair supplied lap belt correctly:

· Ensure a correct sitting position (i.e. fully back in the seat), and that the pelvis is as upright and symmetrical as possible.

· Position the lap belt so that the hip bones can be felt above the belt. 

· Adjust the length of the lap belt so that there is just sufficient room for your hand to slide between your body and the belt.

Fitting vehicle lap belts:

· Pass the lap belt down between the user and any side panels on the wheelchair, not over the armrests. It should fit firmly across the pelvis, not the abdomen. 

· Passengers should not be transported in a reclined position 

Fitting vehicle sash belts:

· Passenger safety belts should be used correctly as recommended by manufacturers.  

· A sash belt should remain in contact with the shoulders of the wheelchair user; lying snugly across the pelvis and fitting inside the framework of the wheelchair or seat. 

· Do not allow lap belts to ride up onto the abdomen where they could cause internal injury in the event of a collision, or from which the passenger might slide out.

· Fit the shoulder strap(s) comfortably across the collar bone (not across the throat or neck).
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